
What a wonderful start to the 
year we have had at Marlwood! 
It is hard to believe that I am 
already entering my third year 
as Headteacher; in so many 

ways, Marlwood feels like home, and I 
continue to feel incredibly proud of our 
school and the community we are building 
together. Our students have returned with 
such positivity, enthusiasm and readiness to 
learn, setting the tone for a fantastic first 
term. This was showcased brilliantly at our 
Open Evening, where the warmth, ambition 
and spirit of Marlwood shone through, 
strengthening the relationships and 
community links that are so important to 
us.

From our inspiring STEM experience and 
fiercely competitive Traitors House 
competition to our year-group information 
evenings and the ever-popular Mojo Active 
team-building day for Year 7, Term 1 has 
been packed with opportunities to 
challenge ourselves, build connections and 
create memories. These experiences 
capture what Marlwood is all about: a 
community where we belong, where we 
grow, and where we thrive. I am excited to 
see what the rest of the year brings!

TERM 2 CALENDAR

Monday 2nd November - INSET 
School closed to students

Tuesday 3rd–11th November
Year 11 PPE Exams

Tuesday 17th November
Year 10 & 11 Bristol Bears Music 

Tech Careers & SGPC Meeting 
(2.30pm)

Wednesday 18th November
GCSE Geography Field Trip

Thursday 3rd December
Year 11 Apprenticeship Afternoon 

Wednesday 9th December
Year 11 Parliament Trip

Thursday 10th December
Year 11 Parents Evening (Online)

Tuesday 15th December
Christmas Concert 7pm

Thursday 17th December
Christmas Fayre

Friday 18th December
End of term

12.20pm finish 
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We have been really impressed with how the majority of our students have 
adapted to storing their phones and connected devices in Yondr pouches each 
day. Students are now quick to unlock their pouches, switch off their phones 
and seal them under supervision at the school gates, helping to ensure that 
their learning is not disrupted.

Many students have told us how helpful they have found the pouches in 
preventing distractions. Some have even shared that they are using their 
phones less at home and spending more time with their families, which is 
really positive to hear.

We have, however, become aware of a small number of students attempting to 
get around the morning checks by putting an old, still-working phone into 
their pouch and concealing their current device in their bag or clothing. From 
next term, we will therefore be increasing the number of spot checks carried 
out each day.

It is important that students understand that 
schools are now legally required to be phone-free 
environments. We have reinforced this message in 
school and would be very grateful if parents could 
support us by reiterating it at home. Bringing in a 
second device is treated as a deliberate attempt to 
bypass the procedures we have put in place. Where 
a second device is found, a fixed-term suspension 
will be issued.

We are very grateful for parents and carers’ support in reinforcing the phone 
procedures, helping us to maintain a focused learning environment where 
students can make the most of their time in school. 
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As we approach Remembrance Day, our school community will come together 
at the front of our school to pause, reflect and remember all those who have 
fallen in service to our country.

We will gather around our specially 
created Remembrance flag as a 
symbol of our shared respect and 
gratitude. This will be a meaningful 
opportunity for our pupils, staff and 
wider school community to 
recognise the contributions made by 
those who served and the sacrifices 
they made to protect the freedoms 
we enjoy today.

As a school, we believe it is important that our children understand the 
significance of remembrance and the importance of showing respect and 
compassion. By coming together as one community, we can ensure that the 
courage, service and sacrifice of those who came before us are never 
forgotten.

We would warmly welcome any members of our wider school community who 
would like to join us for this special moment. It would be a privilege to stand 
together in remembrance and reflect on the lasting impact of those who 
gave so much for others.

Together, we will remember the fallen, honour their sacrifice and ensure that 
their legacy lives on through future generations.

We will remember them.
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Marlwood Remembers
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Literacy is essential to success at school and beyond. This year, Marlwood is 
placing a particular focus on helping students strengthen their reading, writing 
and speaking skills across the curriculum.

Why does literacy matter?

As students progress through secondary school, they encounter increasingly 
complex texts and more demanding writing tasks. Secure literacy skills help them 
access their learning and prepare for further education and employment.

Every subject has its own language and ways of communicating knowledge. Our 
approach, known as disciplinary literacy, recognises this by helping students 
develop the knowledge and skills specific to each subject, whether that means 
reading like a historian, writing like a geographer or speaking like an artist.

How can parents help?

Reading is a particular focus this year. We want students to read accurately and 
confidently, build their vocabulary and enjoy reading for pleasure.

Parents can support this by encouraging regular 
reading, whether that means a novel, a non-fiction 
book, a magazine or an article. If your child is in Key 
Stage 3, please ensure they complete their Sparx 
Reader activities each week. This app provides 
students with fiction pitched at the right level to 
make good progress, and supports development 
further with comprehension questions which check 
and correct understanding.

You can also encourage your child to take care with spelling in homework, and to 
identify and correct punctuation and grammar mistakes.
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Marlwood’s Year of Literacy



A group of our Year 10 students enjoyed an exciting 
and informative trip to the Houses of Parliament, 
where they had the opportunity to explore the heart 
of British democracy. During a guided tour, students 
visited both the House of Commons and the House 
of Lords, learning about their roles and how 
decisions are made that affect our everyday lives.

The students also had the opportunity to 
present their own opinions on important 
issues and engage with the political process 
by creating their own petitions. A highlight of 
the visit was meeting their local MP, Clare 
Young, giving students the chance to learn 
more about the role of an MP and how they 
represent their constituents. Students were 
also given the opportunity to ask their MP 
questions on matters important to them. 

The trip was a valuable 
opportunity to bring their 
learning to life, deepen their 
understanding of Parliament 
and encourage them to think 
critically about the world 
around them.

Many thanks to Miss Wheeler, 
Mrs  Doig, Miss Boucher and 
Miss Norman, who organised 
and ran the trip.

Parliament Visit
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We are sure that you are aware that there was great excitement during this 
term’s House competition: The Traitors!

At the start of the week three staff traitors were selected and had various daily 
challenges to complete – the hardest being to ‘murder’ in plain sight by 
delivering a letter to a ‘faithful.’ On Thursday, the faithfuls finally caught their 
first traitor: the very devious Mrs Everett! However, even with a double 
nomination on Friday two traitors managed to evade capture. Congratulations 
to Mrs Spring and Mrs Simmons.  We hope that next term’s event will be as 
thrilling!

The Traitors
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The Starry Night — Created Together
Inspired by Vincent van Gogh’s The Starry Night (1889)

This collaborative artwork was created during an Activities Week workshop in the 
summer term by 60 Year 9 students, working closely with Mrs Jenkins-Pick and Mrs 
Freeman. Each student painted an individual section, combining their own 
interpretation of Van Gogh’s expressive marks and vibrant colours to create one 
striking artwork.

This display, which can be viewed in the DART area, celebrates their creativity, 
teamwork and perseverance – a lasting reminder of what our students can achieve 
together.

New Art Display
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Our Hospitality and Catering students have made a fantastic start to the 

academic year, demonstrating enthusiasm, creativity and a growing 

confidence in the kitchen.

This term, students have been 

working hard to develop their 

practical cooking skills, with a 

particular focus on food 

presentation and professional 

plating techniques. They are 

learning that presentation is just 

as important as flavour, taking 

pride in the appearance and 

quality of their finished dishes.

We have already seen some 

excellent examples of their hard 

work, attention to detail and 

creativity.  Well done to all our 

budding chefs – keep up the 

fantastic work!

Hospitality & Catering
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Every great product begins with an idea! Our Year 10 GCSE Design & 
Technology students have been putting their creativity and problem-solving 
skills to the test through an exciting bottle opener design project.

Students have been exploring the design process, developing their initial 
ideas and using modelling techniques to bring their concepts to life. 
Throughout the project, they have been considering functionality, ergonomics 
and aesthetics, learning how successful products combine practical purpose 
with thoughtful design.

The project is providing a fantastic opportunity for students to experiment, 
refine their ideas and develop their confidence as young designers.

Well done to our Year 10 designers. We look forward to seeing their ideas 
develop into finished products.

Design & Technology
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A huge well done to all of the Marlwood students who represented the school at the Cross 
Country event held at Downend School on Thursday 15th October. It was fantastic to see 
so many students willing to challenge themselves and represent the school with pride.

The event featured races across all age 
groups, with distances ranging from 1.8km 
for the Year 7 girls through to 4km for the 
Year 10/11 boys. Cross country is a 
demanding sport requiring physical 
endurance and mental toughness, and our 
students demonstrated these qualities 
throughout the afternoon.

While there were some excellent individual performances, what also stood 
out was the support students showed for one another, whether competing, 
cheering from the sidelines or encouraging teammates at the finish line.

The event provided valuable preparation ahead 
of the South Gloucestershire Cross Country 
Finals, which will take place at Pomphrey Hill 
Pavilion, hosted by Mangotsfield School, on 
Wednesday 11th November. The experience 
gained at Downend will help our runners 
continue to develop as they prepare for the next 
stage of competition.

Thank you to all staff, parents and carers who helped make the event 
possible. We look forward to seeing them compete at the South 
Gloucestershire Finals.

Mr Richards
Teacher of PE

Cross Country Success
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It has been a brilliant start to the netball season and we couldn’t be prouder of 
the effort and team spirit shown by our players so far!

This term, our teams have taken to the court against 
Patchway, Yate Academy and Winterbourne, 
representing the school with enthusiasm and a 
fantastic attitude. It has been wonderful to see the 
players developing their skills, growing in confidence 
and working together as a team. 

A special mention must go to our Year 8 and 
Year 9 teams, who remain unbeaten so far this 
season! This is a fantastic achievement and a 
real reflection of their teamwork, resilience and 
dedication. Year 9, in particular, have an exciting 
challenge ahead as they look to defend the 
league title they proudly won last year. We can’t 
wait to see how they rise to the challenge!

With four matches still to play after half term, there is 
plenty more netball to look forward to. We are excited 
to see what the rest of the season brings and hope our 
teams can continue their fantastic form.

Well done to all our netball players for their hard work, 
sportsmanship and commitment. You have made us 
incredibly proud, and we look forward to cheering you on 
for the rest of the season!

Mrs Morris
Teacher of PE
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It has been a fantastic start to the rugby season for our Key Stage 3 students. Over the 
course of the term, we have held three training sessions focusing on organisation, 
teamwork and developing the core skills needed to be successful on the rugby field.

The team performed superbly in a recent 7s tournament, showing great determination, 
resilience and sportsmanship throughout. This was followed by a very closely 
contested match against Winterbourne, where the students represented the school 
exceptionally well and demonstrated how much progress they have made. We now 
look forward to our final fixture of the term next week against our local rivals, Castle.

A huge thank you must go to everyone who has 
helped make rugby such a success this term. We are 
incredibly grateful to Mr Johnson (KS4 Rugby Lead), 
Mr Pepper and Mr Simpson for their commitment to 
developing the Year 7 players and supporting 
training sessions and fixtures. Special recognition 
should also go to Mawgan, our Year 11 student 
coach, who has been a fantastic role model for our 
Year 8 players and has provided invaluable support 
throughout the season.

Finally, thank you to all of our parents and carers. Your support, particularly in 
collecting students from training sessions and fixtures, helps make these opportunities 
possible.

Mr Richards
Teacher of PE
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The year 10 team was entered 
into the Bristol and Area State 
Schools competition. We were 
drawn against four other 
schools across Bristol. 

It was great to see boys who 
don’t normally play rugby 
supporting the few that do. 
The team was also bolstered 
by three year 9 boys who 
performed to a high standard. 

The boys showed great 
composure and resilience in 
all of their games, and it was 
great to see them develop as 
a team. 

We will wait to see results 
from the other pools, which 
will determine who we will 
play after the October holiday.

Mr Johnson
Assistant Headteacher & 
Teacher of PE

A Plea to the 
Community
Golf Equipment Donations Needed

The Marlwood PE Department is always 

looking for donations of any second-hand golf 

equipment that may be sitting unused in 

sheds or garages. We are particularly 

interested in clubs such as drivers, woods, 

irons, wedges and putters, with a special need 

for left-handed clubs, as well as golf bags and 

trolleys.

These donations help us provide more 

opportunities for students to experience and 

enjoy golf, regardless of their background or 

access to equipment.

If you have any items you would be willing to 

donate, please contact 

matthew.richards@cset.co.uk. Thank you for 

your support.

Mr Richards
Teacher of PE
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It has been a busy and rewarding start to the school year for Friends of 
Marlwood School (FOMS), and we’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone 
who has supported us, volunteered their time or simply stopped by to say hello.

One of the highlights has been supporting Marlwood’s fantastic production of 
Frozen. Friends of Marlwood volunteers provided and sold refreshments 
throughout the performances, helping audiences enjoy the show while raising 
over £500 for the school. It was brilliant to see the school community come 
together and a real privilege for us to support the students and staff who 
worked so hard to put on the production.

We were also delighted to support the school’s Open Evening, providing free 
teas, coffees and biscuits to prospective parents and families visiting Marlwood. 
It gave us a great opportunity to welcome people to the school and 
demonstrate some of the community spirit that exists around Marlwood.

Could You Join Friends of Marlwood?

We are always looking for new people to get involved, and everyone is welcome.

Joining Friends of Marlwood doesn't mean making a huge commitment. Whether 
you can help at an event, contribute an idea, contact a potential sponsor, help 
with fundraising or simply lend a hand occasionally, it all makes a difference. 
The more parents, carers, staff and members of our wider community who get 
involved, the more we can do to support Marlwood School and create additional 
opportunities for its students.

If you'd like to find out more, please get in touch with Friends of Marlwood. 
We'd love to hear from you and welcome you to the team.

Thank you for your continued support.

Friends of Marlwood School (FOMS)
Supporting our school, our students and our community.
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Friends of Marlwood Race 

Night – 20th November

Next up is our Friends of 

Marlwood Race Night on 

Friday 20th November.

We’re looking forward to a fun 

evening bringing parents, 

staff, friends and supporters 

of the school together while 

raising valuable funds for 

Marlwood. Events like Race 

Night are not only about 

fundraising, they are also a 

great opportunity to build 

connections across the school 

community and have some 

fun along the way.

Please keep an eye out for 

further Race Night 

information and ways you can 

get involved and support the 

event.
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Attendance: Absence Procedure

Term 1
Marlwood School

Please could parents / carers remember to contact the attendance officer on each 
day of  absence. 

You can either email: mar-studentabsence@cset.co.uk

OR call 01454 862585 and leave the following information:

Student's name
Tutor Group
Nature of illness/reason for absence
Expected date of return
Caller's relationship to student
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There are several organisations offering further support for our young people 
over the next few months:.
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King's Trust upcoming programmes
Get Started in Beauty (16 – 30 years old, not in education, training or employment)
This free week-long programme for 16–30-year-old NEET young people is perfect for 
those who are looking to take their first steps into the Beauty industry. They will learn 
to do eyelash extensions, lash lifts and eyebrow shaping as well as gain valuable skills 
in customer service and health & safety within the beauty industry. Young people will 
have up to six 1-1s to help them achieve their next steps.
Taster day: 28th October 
Course dates: 2nd November - 6th November 
 
Get Started in Nail Art (16 – 30 years old, not in education, training or employment)
This free week-long programme for 16–30-year-old NEET young people is perfect for 
those who are looking to take their first steps into the nail industry. They will learn to 
do gel manicure, cuticle care, nail art and develop skills in customer service. Young 
people will have up to six 1-1s to help them achieve their next steps.
Taster day: 4th November
Course dates: 9th - 13th November 
 
Please note young people can only attend one of the above sessions, as schedules overlap
You can refer via our referral form: King's Trust Referral Partner Enquiry Form 26-27 – 
Fill out form or email: outreach.bristol@kingstrust.org.uk 

OTR (Of The Record) Nature Walks
OTR will be bringing their Nature Works project to Kingswood Park again this Autumn to 
support young people to engage in Nature connection and creative practice to support 
their wellbeing. Please see this link for more information: Nature Works in Kingswood 
Park - OTR
 
For more information and projects they offer please also see this link: Home - OTR
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Safeguarding

Term 1

Childline:
A free, private and confidential
service where you can talk about
anything.
https://www.childline.org.uk

Kooth:
Your online mental well-being
community. Free, safe and
anonymous support.
https://www.kooth.com

Off The Record:
Mental health social
movement by and for young
people aged 11-25
https://www.otrbristol.org.uk

www.police.uk/streetsafe

Shout:
Shout 85258 is a free,
confidential, anonymous
text support service.
You can text us from
wherever you are in the UK.

If you are struggling to
cope and need to talk,
our trained Shout
Volunteers are here for
you, day and night.
Text SHOUT to 85258

National charity offers
confidential online and
telephone information and
support for anyone worried
about emotional, behaviour, or
mental health of a child/young
person up to 25 years of age,
including ADHD, Autism and
Aspergers.
Parent Helpline: 0808 802 5544
Website:
www.youngmionds.org.uk
Young Minds Crisis Messenger
Service for free 24/7 support
across the UK or you are
experiencing a mental health
crisis.
Text YM to 85258

Mind:
If you’re struggling to cope,
you’re not alone.
https://www.mind.org.uk/

Place2Be:
We provide mental health support in 
schools through one-to-one and 
group counselling using tried and 
tested methods backed by
research. In addition we also offer 
expert training and professional 
qualifications.
https://www.place2be.org.uk/

Marlwood School
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Tutors Information
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Class Charts

Term 1

Please make sure you encourage your child to check their Class Charts 
regularly. You can log in to the parent site easily on 
https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login to find out about homework, 
value points, your child’s timetable, important announcements from staff 
and detentions too. Detentions are set for the next day, unless another 
detention is already scheduled for that slot, so please encourage your 
child to get into the habit of checking daily. 

You can also download the parent version of the app for your phone (both 
Android ClassCharts Parents – Apps on Google Play and Apple:  
ClassCharts Parents on the App Store) 

If you need reminding of your parent code to log in, please contact: 
mar-studentservices@cset.co.uk.   

Marlwood School
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Marlwood School
Vattingstone Lane

Alveston
South Gloucestershire

BS35 3LA

01454 862525
marlwoodschool@cset.co.uk

  
Headteacher: Mrs Helen Simmons

Marlwood is part of the Pathway Trust


